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Timothy R. Snider
Chairman and Co-Founder, Cupric Canyon 
Capital LP/GP

Timothy Snider has worked in the copper industry
 for 54 years. He is currently chairman and 
co-founder of Cupric Canyon Capital LP/GP, a 
private equity company formed in 2010 in 
conjunction with the London based Global 
Natural Resources Investments (GNRI). The 
company's purpose is to identify, acquire and 
develop mineral assets worldwide. 

Prior to Cupric Canyon, Snider's career in the 
copper industry includes 38 years with Phelps 
Dodge Corporation and its successor Freeport-McMoran Copper and Gold,
Inc. 

Tim started his career as an underground mine laborer and worked in various
technical, operational, and managerial roles in North and South America
before rising to the position of the corporation's president and chief operating
officer in 2003. At that time, Phelps Dodge was among the largest publicly
held copper producers in the world.

A part of Snider's legacy is the introduction and advancement of
hydrometallurgical processing in Phelps Dodge's operations. It grew to
represent about half of the company's copper output. Also during his tenure
with Phelps Dodge, green field copper projects were developed at Candelaria
in Chile, Safford in Arizona, and Tenke-Fungurume in the DRC. In addition, a
variety of major brown field projects, notably the Cerro Verde concentrator in
Peru, were developed.

He is a corporate director, having served on several resource company
boards. He currently serves as director of Teck Resources in Vancouver,
British Columbia. He has also served on non-profit boards, including the
University of Arizona's Institute for Mineral Resources as its founding chair.

Snider is a native of Arizona and copper mining, born in Ajo, Arizona. He was
raised and attended public school in Bisbee, Arizona. Snider attended the
Wharton Business School at the University of Pennsylvania where he
completed the advanced management program. He earned a BS degree in
chemistry and geology from Northern Arizona University in 1979 and
attended the University of Arizona in 1969. Snider and his wife of 53 years
Rhonda, reside in Tucson and Cannon Beach, Oregon. They have two grown
children and three grandchildren.

Willard C. ‘Bill’ Lacy, Ph.D.
First head of Department of Mining & Geological
Engineering at University of Arizona 

Willard C. (‘Bill’) Lacy was born in 1916 while his 
parents were home on furlough from their posting as
educational missionaries in China – a family tradition
then going back another generation. 

Bill Lacy obtained his undergraduate degree in
chemistry from DePaul University and received his MS
from the University of Illinois. It was there that Bill also
met his future bride, Jo, who was assisting in the
graduate program. 

Bill went on to pursue a Ph.D. at Harvard only to be interrupted by WWII when he
took a job with Titanium Alloy Manufacturing Company as part of the nation’s
strategic materials supply effort. When this program was completed, he served in the
U.S. Navy. After the war, Bill finished his Ph.D. program and began a career with Cerro
de Pasco Copper Company in Peru where he rose to chief geologist in 1953. 

Bill returned to the United States in 1955, and with recommendations from Prof.
Louis Graton, was appointed full professor of geology with tenure at the University of
Arizona. He was first given the task of revitalizing the economic geology program
under Prof. Fritz Galbraith. When John Forrester became the Dean of the College of
Mines, Bill was asked to establish and head a combined Department of Mining &
Geological Engineering. 

Bill defined requirements for both mining engineering and geological engineering, had
the programs accepted and accredited by the Engineers' Council for Professional
Development (ECPD), recruited students into the program and established M.S. and
Ph.D. programs in both disciplines. A significant part of Bill’s effort was to recruit the
best professors for the program, including Bill Peters, John Abel and John Sumner. 

Bill’s teaching technique has been characterized by students as challenging them
with unsolvable problems while at the same time providing a framework for analysis,
but always with a view of understanding the big picture. 

We are pleased to carry on Bill’s philosophy by hosting this lecture series that will
cover the big picture of mining.
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 PREVIOUS LACY DISTINGUISHED LECTURERS 
Barb Filas, P.E., Mining Consultant, 2023
“40 years in Mining - Some Things I've Learned”
Mark Chalmers, President & CEO of Energy Fuels, 2022
“It All Starts With A Rock: Building a Critical Minerals Hub”
Richard Adkerson, Chairman of the Board & CEO, Freeport-McMoRan, 2021
“Modern Mining”
Tribute to J. David Lowell, 2020
Jean Savage, Vice President, Surface Mining & Technology, Caterpillar, 2019
“Safer and More Sustainable Mining Through Technology”
Michelle Ash, Chief Innovation Offcer, Barrick Gold Corporation, 2018
“How to Benefit from Technological Disruption”
Gary J. Goldberg, President & CEO, Newmont Mining Corporation, 2017
“Everything You Wanted to Know about Mining* (*but were afraid to ask!)”

Lukas H. Lundin, Chairman, Lundin Mining Corporation, Lundin Gold Inc., 
Lucara Diamond Corp., and NGEx Resources Inc., 2016
“What It Takes to Build a World Class Mine – Three Case Studies”

William H. Wilkinson, Ph.D., Vice President, African Exploration Freeport-McMoRan 
Exploration Corp., 2015
“From Mississippi to the DRC: Changes in Exploration and Mining”
Charles Jeannes, President and Chief Executive Officer, Goldcorp Inc., 2014
“Turning Challenges to Opportunities in Today’s Mining Industry”
Douglas B. Silver, Board Chair, J. David Lowell Institute for Mineral Resources, 2013
“The Inseparable Relationship Between the University of Arizona and the Global Mining Industry”
Ross R. Bhappu, Ph.D., 2012
“Molycorp: How we are Utilizing New Technologies to Restore the US Rare Earth Industry”
J. David Lowell, President & Founder, Lowell Mineral Exploration, 2011
“The Contrarian Approach for Success in Mineral Exploration”
Gregory H. Boyce, Chairman & CEO, Peabody Energy, 2010
“Clean Coal: The Power to Lift Billions from Poverty”
Archibald Geoffrey “Geo ” Loudon, Chairman, Nautilus Minerals, 2009
“Finding Orebodies & Turning them into Mines: An Entrepreneur’s Perspective”
David A. Baker, Vice President, Newmont Mining Corporation, 2008
“Sharing the Value of Mineral Wealth: Effective Participation in Natural Resource Development”
James R. Moffett, Chairman, Freeport McMoRan, 2007 
“Exploration Leads the Way—Success Follows”
Leigh Clifford, CEO, Rio Tinto, 2006
“Mining—What Has Changed and What Will Change?”




